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Promoting Unbiased Policing  

¶ Require and automate data collection on race/ethnicity 
from law enforcement stops 

 

¶ Analyze and study the resulting data, and provide annu-
al reports on the findings  

 

¶ Adopt a statutory ban on disparate treatment in law en-
forcement activities and the delivery of police services  

 

Executive Summary 



 
Brief Background 
 
On October 15, 2019, at the Iowa Summit on Justice 
& Disparities, Governor Kim Reynolds announced 
the formation of the Governor�¶s FOCUS (Fueling 
Ongoing Collaboration and Uncovering Solutions) 
Committee on Criminal Justice Reform.  In 2020, 
Governor Reynolds charged the FOCUS Committee 
with providing recommendations to promote an 
unbiased criminal justice system.  After social justice 
protests and calls for police reform, Governor 
Reynolds signed HF 2647, which banned 
chokeholds, required implicit bias and de-escalation 
training for police officers, and provided more 
oversight of officers that commit serious misconduct. 
Governor Reynolds also charged the FOCUS Committee with developing recommendations on 
anti-racial profiling legislation before the 2021 legislative session. 
 
The Governor named Lieutenant Governor Adam Gregg as the FOCUS Committee�¶s chair and 
fourteen other members of the committee: 
 

Department of Corrections Director Dr. Beth Skinner 
Board of Parole Chair Helen Miller  
Department of Public Safety Commissioner Stephan Bayens  
Iowa Law Enforcement Academy Director Judy Bradshaw 
State Public Defender Jeff Wright 
Department of Correctional Services, 6th Judicial District Director Bruce Vander Sanden 
Iowa-Nebraska NAACP President Betty Andrews 
Commission of Latino Affairs Member Rev. Alfonso Perez  
Right on Crime, National Director of Reentry Initiatives John Koufos 
Office of the AG, Crime Victims Assistance Division Director Janelle Melohn 
Marshall County Attorney Jennifer Miller  
Ankeny Police Chief Darius Potts  
Scott County Sheriff Tim Lane 
Urban Dreams Executive Director Izaah Knox 

 
The FOCUS Committee met several times to hear presentations and discuss the subject of 
eliminating bias in the criminal justice system.  The topics of those meetings were: 
 

February 26: Police Training and Relationships with Communities of Color 
June 24: Anti-Racial Profiling Laws  
July 20:  Anti-Racial Profiling Laws and Pretextual Stops 
August 10:  Traffic Stops and Data Collection 
September 24:  Criminal Justice Advisory Boards 

 
The FOCUS Committee would like to thank the following presenters and contributors for sharing 
their expertise and insights: Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning, Iowa Law 
Enforcement Academy, Inclusive Cultural University, U.S. Department of Justice, Des Moines 
Police Department, ACLU of Iowa, Dr. Christopher Barnum, Iowa-Nebraska NAACP, Nebraska 
Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, Law Enforcement Equity Task Force, 
University Heights Police Chief Troy Kelsay, Des Moines City Manager Scott Sanders, Cedar 
Rapids Police Chief Wayne Jerman, Alan Ostergren, State Appellate Defender's Office, R Street 
Institute, Governor�¶s Office of Drug Control Policy, Department of Transportation, and Iowa 
State Patrol. 
 
On October 23, 2020, the FOCUS Committee adopted the following recommendations for 
promoting an unbiased criminal justice system. 


